Moreover, were this only to be undertaken after days had passed, and after peritonitis had been followed by such marked effects, the results one would hardly expect to be very satisfactory.
Mr Bryant,2 after mentioning the method by retention of a catheter, writes,?" It seems probable that a free incision through the perineum into the organ, as in lithotomy, is the better practice." This proposal, with certain evident advantages, has, I think, less weight wlien we can use so well and so safely the soft catheter. True, the outlet for urine through it is not so free or so direct as a full-sized lithotomy tube would make it; the question would very much depend upon the balance found when the increased risk attending such an operation was carefully considered with the amount of likely advantage to be gained from it. 
